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£44 Dr- Binney's Account of 

IV. A remarkable Cafe of Gun Shot Wound. Communicatd 
in a Letter from Barnabas Binney, Hofpital Phyfcian, 
and Surgeon in the American Army., in 1782, to the Honorable 
:Benjamin Lincoln, Efq-, F. A. A. 

ON April 9, 1782, David Beveridge, a feaman, belonging 
to the floop of war General Monk, was brought into the 
military hofpital at this place, having been wounded the day 
before. He was a lad of about nineteen years of age, and in a 
good ftate of health, at the time of the action between the faid 
fhip and the Hyder-Ally. In that action he was in the main- 
top of the Monk, when he received a mufket-ball in his belly 
from one of the marines on the quarter-deck of the Hyder-Ally, 
then within fifteen yards of the Monk. The ball entered his 
belly about two inches ahove his left groin, and within an incli 
of the anterior edge of the left ilium, pafling out two inches on 
the right of the fpine between the two inferior true ribs, juft 
touching the cartilage of the inferior angle of the right fcapula. 
When he came into the hofpital he had bled much^ was very 
weak and cold, had a faultring voice, a cadaverous countenance, 
and a conftant hiccup, while his feces paffed freely out of the 
wound in his belly. In this deplorable condition, where neither 
art nor nature could promife any permanent relief, the only dic- 
tate of humanity was to fmooth the path of death. Being alfo 
in great pain, I advifed him to take a glafs of Madeira wine, 
with twenty or thirty drops of liquid, laudan. in it, as often 
as neceffary. He accordingly began, and continued this prac- 
tice 'till the thirteenth, finding conftant relief from it. He 
took no kind of fuftenance all this time excepting wine whey, 
Jiever having any kind of difcharge ab ano from the moment he 
3^as wounded, but conftantly fquirting with confiderable force 
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what faeces he had, through the wound in his belly. On the 
fourteenth he had a common glyfter administered, the greateft 
part of which alfo came out at the wound, the remainder com- 
ing as it went, ab ano, without bringing any fceoes. From the 
fourteenth to the eighteenth he took confiderable quantities of 
gruel and whey, with a little wine occafionally, having no intef- 
tinal difcharge whatever but what was made through the wound 
in his belly. On the eighteenth, as his ftrength was much in- 
creafed, and as the wounds were confiderably contracted, and 
looked well, I ordered another injection to be adminiftered gent- 
ly, when, for the firft time, in eleven days he had a natural 
ftool. From this time he had no further difcharge of feces 
through his wound ; his excretions became as regular and as 
natural as ever they were ; his wounds fuppurated and healed 
kindly j his ftrength returned -, and he was exchanged nearly as 
well as ever, on the thirtieth. 

That the ball had^pafled through the colon is obvious, from 
the difcharge of perfect feces and of the injection adminiftered, 
-ab ano. That his life depended upon our not meddling with 
the wound, and upon keeping him quiet and eafy, is alfo plain j 
as the leaft removal of the orifice in the inteftine from the ori- 
fice through the abdomen, which were fo happily oppofed to 
each other, muft have heen attended with a fatal difcharge of 
the feces into the abdomen. That the diaphragm and lungs 
were perforated is plain, from the courfe of the ball, and his pro- 
fuie haimoptoe. That Surgeons may be too officious, as well 
as too tardy ; and that where they are not certain of the utility 
of their operations, they had better leave even the moft defpe- 
rate diforders to the management of nature, ever provident, and 
generally adequate, are points remarkably enforced in this par- 
ticular cafe. Www 



